SERMON 


| On CoLos. i. 23. 
| Preached before 


The Society in Scotland for pro- 
| pagating CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE, 


At their ANNIVERSARY MEETING, 


| In the HIGH CHURCH of EDINBURGH, 


ON Monday, Fanuary 1. 1759, 


Cs [Publiſhed at their Deſire) 


» 
” 


By DANIEL MAQUEEN, D 


One of the Miniſters of Edinburgh. 


To which is annexed, the preſent State of 
the ſaid SOCIETY. 


8 D-I-N BURG. M: 


Printed by HaMiLToNn, BaLFrouk, and NELILL. 
M,DCC,LIX. 


ESE 2788 


SERMON 


CoLos, 1, 23. 


— And not moved away from the Hope of the 
Goſpel. 


py effects of our being eſtabliſh- 

ed in the true faith of the goſpel, will ſurely 
be inclined to guard againſt what tends to 
weaken or ſubvert it. May we, my Bre- 
thren, be thus diſpoſed; and keep at a di- 
ſtance from their guilt and danger who are 
moved away from their Chriſtian faith and 
hope, by the ſnares of the world, the love of 
ſin, and e craftineſs of thoſe who lie in wait 
to deceive! - Vou mult be ſenſible, that I can- 
not at preſent ſpeak of this ſubject in its full 
extent. All that is now intended, 1s, to make 
ſome 


7 IHE who rightly conſider the hap- 
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ſome obſervations upon it ; after the illuſtra- 
tion of which, a few reflections will be added 
ſuitable to the occaſion of our meeting to- 
gether at this time. And may thy Divine 
bleſſing, O God, now reſt upon us, and 
thy grace be with all our Spirits! 

ON this important ſubject then let it be 
obſcrved in the firſt place, That it is uſually 
by degrees that men who have been inſtruct- 
ed in the principles of religion are moved 
away from the faith and hope of the goſpel. 
VN. ſtep of defection naturally leads to 
another; that again to a third; and ſo in ſuc- 
ceſſion, till at length the underſtanding may 
be vitiated to a very high degree. There are 
many circumſtances of different kinds which 
ſerve either to quicken, or to retard this 
progreſs. They, for inſtance, who have 
had the advantage of a wiſe and good e- 


ducation are not ſo caſily induced to throw 
off their regard to the doctrines of our 
holy faith, as thoſe are who never had 
more than a very imperfect and indiſtinct 
knowledge of them, and who were ſtran- 
gers even to the forms of religion in ear- 
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ly life. The ignorance in which ſuch per- 
ſons have been trained up, together with 
the weakneſs of their uncultivated under- 
ſtandings, lays them open to the ſophiſtry 
and ſnares of infidelity. 

BuT with regard to others, the entire 
corruption of their minds doth not ſo ſoon 
take place. The caſe here is ſimilar to that 
of one's contracting a noxious diſeaſe, which 
is known to proceed very often from ſmall 
and inconſiderable beginnings ; but which 
in its gradual progreſs gathers ſtrength, till 
it becomes an inveterate malady, and baf- 
fles all the efforts of human ſkill. 

THE reſtraints of religion, however ſalu- 
tary in their own nature, appear to be un- 
caly reſtraints to thoſe who would ſtrongly 
wiſh to be indulged in ſome favourite paſ- 
ſion or purſuit. They will not deny that it 
is 1rregular and ſinful : But they are ingeni- 
ous enough to deceive themſelves with a 
falſe view of things, and with certain allevi- 
_ ations derived from the opinions and man- 
ners of thoſe around them, and, it may 
be, of perſons of rank and figure in the 

world, 
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world. The deluſion is by degrees increa- 
fed; the boundaries of their duty are paſſed 


over; their ſenſual appetites are indulged ; 
their vitious paſſions are ſtrengthened ; the 
dictates of their conſciences are violated, 
and the principles of religion will ſoon be 
diſregarded: For when men are entered into 
a licentious courſe of life, in proportion to 
their progreſs in it will their averſion be in- 
creaſed to thoſe practical truths which tend 
to obſtruct and oppoſe their ſinful purſuits, 
to throw a damp over their ſpirits, and 
to fill them with uneaſy and perplexing 
thoughts. 

THrxy, who thus carneſtly wiſh againſt the 
principles of religion, are ſurely in the high 
road to infidelity. Their minds are now o- 
pened to entertain every difficulty that may 
be raiſed concerning the external evidence, 
and every objection that may be offered 
againſt the moſt important truths of 
Divine revelation. To theſe difficulties and 
objections are they peculiarly attentive : And 
being collected and frequently reviewed they 
appear at length to their biaſſed minds to 

| be 
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be of no ſmall conſequence. If they cannot 
themſelves deviſe them, they can be eaſily 
furniſhed with them in an age wherein the 
rudeſt and moſt indecent aſſaults have been 
made on the Chriſtian faith, and tenets ſub- 
verſive of all religion have been avowed 
without ſhame, and without reſtraint. An 
unworthy abuſe this, by the way, of an eſti- 
mable and noble privilege. 

Now if ſuch reading and ſuch tenets have 
that influence upon minds fo vitiated which 
is readily to be expected, even the moſt ir- 
rational and uncomfortable principles of ſcep- 
ticiſm or infidelity may ſoon be received, 
and be, at leaſt for ſome time, cordially en- 
tertained; ſo that, in the language of an 
antient Philoſopher concerning irreligious 
perſons, What is really deplorable igno- 
* rance may be conſidered by them as 
profound wiſdom.” 

AFFECTATION and ſelf-conceit are now 
indulged ; a vain pride of underſtanding is 
aſſumed ; what is either the reverſe of com- 
mon ſenſe, or elſe, is unintelligibly intricate, 
is dignified with the name of philoſophy ; 

things 
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things ſerious and ſacred are treated with pro- 
fane irreverence; and while thoſe who are 
averſe from their principles have but a ſmall 
ſhare of their regard, they who aſlociate with 
them, or who ſeem inclined to do fo, obtain 
much of their good-will ; as they are highly 
pleaſed with having numbers on their ſide, 
who will feed each others vanity, and mutu- 
ally encourage each other in thoſe opinions 
concerning which ſome miſgiving doubts and 
fears are ready to ariſe in their minds from 
time to time.—lt is of no great importance, 
whether the reſult of all is, that they adhere 
to any ſyſtem of irreligious tenets, or profeſs 
to remain in a ſtate of ſcepticiſm or utter un- 
certainty about all principles of religion 
whatſoever. | 
Pl r Eous ſtate indeed, to which the human 
mind is thus reduced. Can we fail to obſerve, 
that thoſe very perſons who extol the dignity 
of the human nature do, in truth, debaſe it by 
the notions they eſpouſe? They ſtrenuouſly 
oppoſe the doctrine of its corruption or dege- 
neracy; and they afford a flagrant proof of its 
truth. Very lofty encomiums are made on the 
{ſtrength 
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ſtrength of reaſon, and on its ſufficiency to 
bring men to knowledge and happineſs: 
And can there be a plainer evidence of its 
weakneſs and inſufficiency than what is fur- 
niſhed by the preſent ſubject? That the in- 
telligent creatures of God ſhould be ſo e- 
ſtranged from him! That the light of rea- 
ſon and religion ſhould be ſo unworthily ob- 
ſcured! The boaſted powers of the mind fo 
ſhamefully perverted! And that ſuch a chaos 
of darkneſs and diſorder ſhould be intro- 
duced into the ſoul of man! The ſcene is 
truly piteous, and its proſpects diſmal. May 
none of us, my brethren, be involved in its 
guilt and horror! But, | 
Ix the ſecond place, let it be obſerved, 
That it is a dangerous thing for men to imagine 
that they are but little if at all accountable for 
any miſtakes, of what kind ſoever, into 
which they may fall in their inquiries con- 
cerning religion; becauſe, as they mult give 
or with-hold their aſſent according to the e- 
vidence that is before them, it may be their 
unhappineſs, will they ſay, but cannot be 
their guilt, that they turn aſide from the 
B faith 


WT 


faith of the goſpel. As too many are inclin- 
cd to think in this manner, and as the pre- 
text is ſomewhat plauſible at firſt ſight, I 
would remark a few things concerning it : 

And, inſtead of metaphyſical ſpeculations 
on this ſubject, let the appeal be made to 
experience, and to facts which we have fre- 
quent occaſion to obſerve. Do not theſe 
clearly ſhew, that men's opinions are affect- 
ed by many other things beſides the ſtrength 
or the weakneſs of thoſe reaſons by which 
any propoſition or aſſertion is confirmed or 
refuted? Do we not often ſee that the ſame 
degree of evidence hath not the ſame. influ- 
ence on different perſons? And that the 
proof of ſome important facts, which to an 
impartial man appears to be full and ſatisfy- 
ing, is thought to be extremely defective by 
one who is averſe from believing them? How 
favourably do men judge of what is done by 
a friend? But how ſeverely do they judpe in 
the caſe of an enemy? How faintly will 
they diſapprove of ſome things in their own 
conduct, which they will ſtrongly condemn 
in the conduct of others? Are they not 
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prone to give their aſſent upon a very ſlender 
evidence to that which is agreeable to their 
wiſhes and hopes, which ſoothes any prevail- 
ing paſſion, which promotes ſome favourite 
deſign, and is highly conducive to their 
worldly intereſt? But, in an oppoſite caſe, 
how unwilling are they to liſten to convicti- 
on? How uneaſy when the truth is laid open 
to them? How ready to deviſe objections a- 
gainſt the reaſons on which it is ſupported, 
and to encourage every doubt that may ariſe? 
So that, if it cannot be rejected as impro- 
bable, it may at leaſt be conſidered as un- 
certain. In ſhort, when the bias of intereſt 
and ſhame, of prejudice, pride and paſſion, 
is fixed on the fide of error, in the buſineſs 
of civil life, the effect on the underſtanding 
and judgment is great and apparent. 

If all this be admitted, as it muſt be by 
thoſe who have any knowledge of themſelves 
and of the world, it may well be preſumed, 
that this wrong bias will have a like effect 
upon the mind in the concerns of religion. 
Its ſacred truths are obviouſly of ſuch impor- 


tance as to demand our frequent and ſerious 
attention. 
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attention. But will this be given by thoſe 
who diſlike them, and who live in oppoſi- 
tion to them? And can the light that ſhines 
around be of ſervice to us, if we ſhut our 
eyes againſt it? Some facts of the greateſt 
conſequence may be atteſted, and ſome 
truths of Divine revelation confirmed, in the 
fulleſt manner; but if this clear evidence is 
but little attended to, it can have no 
effect upon us: And when it is conſidered 
by thoſe who are ſtrongly prejudiced againſt 
it, and have a rooted averſion to thoſe do- 
ctrines which it tends to eſtabliſh, they will 
endeavour all they can to oppoſe it, and to 
obſtruct its influence on their minds. 

To this, perhaps, they will be further 
prompted by vanity and ſelf-conceit. Men 
of this turn will reckon it below them to hold 
on in the beaten path that is open to all, 
and are inclined to ſtrike out ſome new 
tracks to themſelves : The effect of which is, 
that they are ſoon bewildered in their views, 
and are apt to ſtumble at every ſtep of their 
| intricate progreſs. But in theſe dark and 
embaraſſed paths, they who are animated by 
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the ſame ſpirit are diſpoſed to follow them. 
f Thus may vanity, or an eager deſire of be- 
ing diſtinguiſhed from others, (how little ſo- 
ever to one's real honour) add its influence, 
in an oppoſition to the truths of the goſpel, 
to that which is derived from a ſtated averſi- 
on to its important doctrines and holy pre- 
cepts. And tho? ſome irreligious perſons 
may not be much influenced by the former 
of theſe two bad principles, yet the latter 
ſeems to operate powerfully on the minds 
of them all. | 
Ir there were nothing in the truths of re- 
ligion which checked the licentious deſires of 
men, and oppoſed a profligate courſe of life, 
they would be received by them as readily as 
many other truths are which have no ſuch 
evidence to ſupport them. But as they are 
not ſpeculative, but practical truths, the caſe 
is very different. That the wiſe and righte- 
ous Governour of the world will render to e- 
very one according to his works, is, for in- 
| ſtance, an important truth that draws after 
it a long train of conſequences, and that o- 
pens a ſcene of remorſe, diſtreſs and fear to 
the 
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the workers of iniquity. Therefore would 
they wiſh to raiſe objections againſt it, to 
cherith doubts about it, and, if poſſible, fi- 
nally to exclude it from their thoughts. 

As this averſion of theirs from the ſacred 
doctrines of religion is manifeſted in many 
different ways, ſo it may be fairly deduced 
even from the manner of reaſoning of De- 
iſtical writers concerning them. The great 
and leading facts which confirm the truths 
of our holy faith are plainly eſtabliſhed upon 
an evidence ſuperior to that which gains our 
aſſent without heſitation in all the tranſacti- 
ons of civil life, and by which its moſt mo- 
mentous concerns are determined. But 
when this evidence is applied to matters of 
religion, doubts will be raiſed about its vali- 
dity; and, with regard to theſe facts, and 
the doctrines connected with them, it will be 
reckoned a very ſhrewd queſtion to aſæk, How 
can theſe things be? And, if this queſtion 
cannot be fully anſwered, the whole ſubject, 
according to them, is to be conſidered as 
embaraſſed, and unworthy of belief. For 


ought I know, more than one half of all the 
obi gane 
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objections againſt Divine truths are reducible 
to this ſingle head. And thus thoſe very 
perſons who are ready to acknowledge, (and 
their ignorance and vanity would be conſpi- 
cuous, if they did not acknowledge) that they 
daily ſee many events and effects for which 
they cannot diſtinctly account, will preſume 
to urge that objection in their reaſonings 
about religion, which holds equally againſt 
things that they ſee and feel, and aſſent to 
from day to day. They who cannot pretend 
to explain what relates to themſelves, to the 
mechaniſm of their bodies, to the operations 
of their minds, and to the daily courſe of 
nature which paſles. before their eyes, will 
yet dare to be impiouſly forward and arro- 
gant in their queſtions, their ſpeculations 
and concluſions concerning the perfections, 
the purpoſes, and operations of the Creator 
and Lord of the univerſe, whoſe glory is 
unſearchable, whoſe wiſdom is infinite, and 
whoſe works and ways far ſurpaſs our com- 
prehenſion. 

HERE then is one effect and proof, a- 
mong many others, of that ſtrong partiality 

| and 
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and averſion of which I ſpeak: And can it 
fail to be connected with great guilt, when 
reaſon is ſo unworthily perverted, the light 
of divine knowledge ſo obſcured and op- 
poſed, and when the corrupt paſſions of the 
heart produce ſuch abuſe and ſuch reſiſt- 
ance? This 1s the condemnation, ſaith our 
bleſſed Redeemer, that light is come into the 
world, and that men loved darkneſs rather than 
light, becauſe their deeds were evil. You ſee 
then what was the chief ſource of infidelity at 
that time: And to the ſame ſource, together 
with that of vain affectation, have the prin- 
ciples of irreligion been traced up by the 
wiſeſt Philoſophers in the heathen world, 
and by ſome of great name in modern 
times who were themſelves noted for a very 
free ſpirit of inquiry. Antient irreligion indeed 
and modern infidelity do, in many reſpects, 
very nearly reſemble each other. —As I have 
inſiſted ſo long on this head, I ſhall not 
detain you with a large illuſtration of thoſe 
which are to follow: For I would have it 
obſerved, 

IN 
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Ix the zhird place, That a diſbelief of Di- 
vine revelation is to be conſidered as the 
cauſe of a courſe of actions which may in- 
volve us in the greateſt guilt and ruin; 

* SOME things of the higheſt moment and 
which nearly concern our preſent and our 
everlaſting intereſt are plainly ſet before us 
in the goſpel. It furniſhes us with ſome 
ſtriking ideas relative to the great plan of 
the Divine adminiſtration, and diſcloſes a 
ſcheme of heavenly wiſdom and grace for 
our recovery out of a ſtate of guilt and 
death: It gives a full revelation of mercy 
to ſinful creatures on their cordial compli- 
ance with its important call; and it directs 
and injoins us to hearken to his voice m 
the father hath ſent, and ſealed, the ſon of 
God appearing in our nature as our al- 
mighty Saviour, whoſe character is at the 
ſame time venerable and amiable. But diſ- 
belief or infidelity ſnuts the eyes and the 
hearts of men againſt theſe facred truths. 
and injunctions. The plan of redeeming. 
| R grace 


A ſew paragraphs under this and the following head are | 
now added to the Sermon. 
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grace is by it oppoſed: The counſel of 
God for their ſalvation is rejected: The Di- 
vine Saviour is treated, O impious thought! 
as if he had been an unworthy impoſtor ; 
and the great objects of hope and fear that 
are preſented to us in the goſpel are diſre- 
garded and deſpiſed, 
AND upon what grounds do they proceed 
in this career of infidelity! Do they pretend to 
abſolute certainty in the caſe? Is there any one 
of a {ound underſtanding who will preſume to 
affirm, that he hath ſeriouſly and impartially 
conſidered the ſyſtem of religious truths in the 
goſpel, and the external evidence of it, and 
that he is fully convinced in his own mind, 
that the whole is falſe, and is certain that it is 
acunningly deviſed fable? If he do not, and can- 
not ſo affirm, why doth he act as if he had 
thus conſidered, and were thus perſuaded? Is 
it enough for him to ſay, that there are ſome 
doctrines of the Chriſtian religion which he 
doth not fully underſtand, and others which 
are confeſſedly myſterious and inexplicable? 
when it is evident, that what relates to the na- 
ture, the perfectians, the works and counſels of 
_ God 
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God muſt neceſſarily be myſterious to us, in 
one degree or other. But if to this be added 
ſome uncertain talk about the ſufficiency of 
natural religion, together with exceptions a- 
gainſt ſeveral paſſages in the Scriptures of 
the Old Teſtament, and ſome general rea- 
ſoning againſt the validity of the external e- 
vidence of Chriſtianity, (which reaſoning in- 
deed tends to deſtroy all moral evidence 
whatſoever) we have the ſum of that plea 
which can be offered in behalf of the con- 
duct of Infidels. And if it be a weak one, 
as it is apparently, how diſmal is their ſtate? 
LET us ſuppoſe, that any human law, 
highly conducive to the intereſt of the com- 
munity, had been ſufficiently promulgated, 
and that it had a natural tendency to ex- 
tricate the ſtate out of ſome perplexing cir- 
cumſtances in which it had been long in- 
volved, and to beſtow great advantages on 
all the ſubjects ; but yet, that ſome perſons, 
not from a pitiable weakneſs, but from 
a perverſe turn of mind, were diſpoſed 
to call in queſtion the neceſſity and reaſon- 
ableneſs of it, to cavil at ſome expreſſions 
in 
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in it, and to ſtart difficulties about the man- 
ner in which it was ſaid to have been pro- 
mulgated: Let us ſuppoſe, that, in conſe- 
quence of all this, they not only refuſed to re- 
ceive it, and to obey its injunctions, but ſet 
themſelves to oppole it, and to counteract 
its wiſe and good purpoſes; and is it not 
manifeſt, that the heavy puniſhment of ſuch 
flagrant diſobedience would be juſtly inflict- 
ed upon them? The caſe is plain; the ap- 
plication is obvious; and the threatened 
judgment of God againſt thoſe who re- 
nounce the goſpel and reje& that ſalvation 
which the Redeemer hath revealed and pro- 
cured, is great and awful. But, 

In the fourth place, let it be obſerved, 
that they, who throw off the doctrines of 
revealed religion, are expoſed to a con- 


fuſion, a perplexity and inſtability of ſenti- 


ment in things of the higheſt concern. 
Sou who do ſo may perhaps think this 
a matter of ſmall importance: And no 
wonder it ſhould be thus thought of by all 
thoſe who add groſs ignorance to great per- 
verſeneſs, and who would be hard put to it, 
if 
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if it were required of them to ſum up the evi. 
dence for Chriſtianity which they reject as in- 
ſufficient, and to give a diſtinct account of 
that ſyſtem of doctrines which they diſre- 
gard and renounce. But to thoſe of a ſupe- 
riour claſs, and indeed to all who make 
any right uſe of reaſon, it muſt appear to be 
a very natural and a very intereſting que- 
ſtion, If the ſcheme of doctrines and duties 
contained in the Chriſtian religion is to be 
laid aſide, what is to be ſubſtituted in its 
room? Shall it be the plan of antient idola- 
try with all its appendages? No, it will be 
ſaid: This was the offspring of ſuperſtition; 
and it was cheriſhed by the invention of 
poets, and the divices of prieſts and politi- 
cians? Shall it then be the doctrines of an- 
tient philoſophy? Some aſſiſtance, it will be 
anſwered, may be derived from theſe: Tho? 
it muſt be owned, that, as there were dif- 
_ ferent ſets of philoſophy of old, very dif- 
ferent tenets were eſpouſed by them, and 
that their authority is of no great weight. 
(Some of the moſt diſtinguiſhed character 
among them, have indeed been treated as 

fools 
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| fools and enthuſiaſts, by a late eminent pa- 
tron of infidelity.) Shall any think of ha- 
ving recourſe to that religion which prevails 
in ſo great a part of the eaſtern world? No 
farely, it will be replied: We deſpiſe the 
dreams and dictates of that fanatical im- 
poſtor in whom the Mahometans believe; 
and would refer ourſelves and others to the 
light of nature and reaſon as fully ſufficient 
for our direction in all matters of religion. 
Bu r hath it not been found by experience, 
and in all ages of the world, to be alto- 
gether inſufficient for this purpoſe? Muſt 
it not be acknowledged, that the eftabliſh- 
ed religion of the leaſt civilized nations 
differed heretofore but little from that of the 
moſt civilized, I mean the Greeks and Ro- 
mans? The acuteneſs of genius of the for- 
mer and the wiſe policy of the latter have 
been, and will be long celebrated, together 
with their wonderful progreſs in uſeful arts, 
and in all the branches of ſcience: But the 
boaſted wiſdom of both was extremely de- 
fective on the moſt important of all ſubjects, 
that of religion, It hath been often ſhewn, 


that 


("WF 1 
that human reaſon when moſt improved 
was perplexed with doubts, and did not af- 
ford a full and certain knowledge of many 
things which it highly imports us to know : 
And it is perfectly plain, that the generality 
of mankind have neither leiſure nor capacity 
for the inveſtigation of truths that are to be 
diſcovered by a long train of reaſoning. 
They ſurely need a more ſimple method of 
inſtruction, better adapted to their capacities, 
and their circumſtances in life, To leave 
every man to his own direction, and to the 
concluſions of his own reaſon how weak and 
vitiated ſoever, would be a ſcheme for the 
introduction of diffuſive ignorance, wicked- 
neſs and barbarity. And, in order to avoid 
manifold and endleſs diſorders, it would be 
neceſſary for the civil magiſtrate to become 
the Director of religious belief and practice, as 
well as the Legiſlator in matters of morality. 

WHAT I have now hinted concerning the 
effects of laying aſide the Chriſtian faith, 
is, in ſome meaſure, confirmed by the wri- 
tings of thoſe who have of late moſt extolled 
the ſufficiency of the light of nature. How 
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much ſlippery and deſultory reaſoning do we 


meet with there, even about the eſſential 
truths and duties of religion? So that very 
little, if any thing at all, is aſcertained con- 
cerning them. Are we to take up with the 
uncomfortable and gloomy ſcheme of a God 


without a providence? Or, if we admit a 


Divine providence and government, is this 
to be conſidered as confined to nations, and 
to their public intereſts, without extending 
to individuals, and to their actions and con- 
cerns? And are we to remain in utter un- 
certainty about the immortallity of the ſoul, 
and a future ſtate of retribution? Yet this, 
I think, is the ſum of all that is to be col- 
lected from ſome voluminous tracts but late- 
ly publiſhed concerning he firſt philofophy. 
And in the diſſertations and eflays on the 
law of nature that are there preſented to us 
we ſhall find, that what is aſſerted in general 
to be plain, ſufficient and perfect, is, in the 
detail, ſo obſcure, inſufficient and imper- 
fect, as to be incapable of giving a ſure di- 
rection in ſome of the moſt important duties 


of religion and morality ; nay, fo very ob- 


{cure 
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ſcure as to lead us into principles ſubverſive 
of theſe duties in many inſtances: As is the 
caſe too in certain treatiſes written profeſſedly 
upon morality, but which, in truth, are a- 
vowedly favourable to ſome things groſsly 
immoral, and tend to cheriſh ſome of the 
meaneſt and baſeſt paſſions of a corrupt 
ce 4 are the proofs that are given 
in our ja of the boaſted ſufficiency of hu- 
man reaſon: Theſe are the ſchemes that 
are pretnted to us by men highly conceited 
of the? own abilities: And ſuch are the 
effetgof diſregarding the wiſe, and amiable 
plan f divine truths in the goſpel. But 
1 wold obſerve, 

I the laſt place, That they who reject it 
hay no ſolid grounds of peace and hope to 
the ſouls. 

/T is certain, that they cannot have any 
vo are inclined to entertain endleſs doubts 
Macerning truths of the higheſt evidence, 
1d utmoſt importance; and who act as if 

1eir reaſon had been given them for no other 
zurpole but to diſquiet and perplex them, 
and to be continually and painfully exerted 
D min 
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in embarraſſing what is plain and darkening 
what is in itſelf perſpicuous. But as to 
thoſe who profeſs to believe the great prin- 
ciples of religion, who conſider themſelves 
as the intelligent creatures of God, account- 
able to him for all their conduct, who re- 
flect on their guilt and demerit, who attend 
to the voice of conſcience, and look for- 
ward to a future ſtate of rewards and pu- 
niſiments; Where can they find peace 
and reſt to their ſouls, if they depart from 
the bliſsful doctrines of divine grace in 
the goſpel of Chriſt? How can they bear 
the thought of exchanging theſe for the un- 
certain deductions of reaſon, and the waver- 
ing conjectures of a doubtful mind, heſi- 
tating and perplexed about matters of the 
oreateſt, of everlaſting moment? Doth it 
not ſeem to be a very plain, I had almoſt 
ſaid, a ſelf-evident truth, that it belongs to 
him alone, who is the ſupreme Ruler of 
the World, to ſettle the plan, according to 
which, the great and wiſe ends of his go- 
vernment ſhould be promoted, and at the 
fame time, the gracious purpoſes of his fa- 
| © therly 
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therly compaſſion ſhould be accompliſhed? 
Is this a fubject about which, by the mere 
light of reaſon, we can preſume to ſpeak 
with certainty? Doth not the very attempt 
to do ſo argue an abſurd pride of under- 
ſtanding? And doth not a divine revelation 
then appear to be neceſſary, in order to 
diſpel our doubts and fears, to give ſolid 
grounds of peace and hope, and to open 
to us the proſpect of everlaſting felicity? 
Should not this revelation be ardently de- 
fired ? And ought it not to be thankfully 
received ?—It will be ſo by the wiſe, the 
humble, and the penitent ; by thoſe who 
have a right knowledge of the divine govern- 
ment and law, an affecting ſenſe of their 
own guilt and unworthineſs, and of their 
urgent need of his abundant mercy ; and 
who look forward beyond the ſhort limits 
of this preſent ſtate to a future world and 
an approaching eternity. In the plan of di- 
vine mercy thro' Chriſt Jeſus, and in this 
alone, will they find reſt to their ſouls. 
May it be ever amiable in our eyes! And 
may we be made partakers of that inward 
es peace 
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peace and reviving hope of which it hath 
laid the ſure foundation ! 

Upon the whole then, my brethren, 
Bleſſed be the God and father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt who hath cauſed the day ſpring 
from on high to viſit us, to give light to 
them that ſate in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow 
of death. May this heavenly light ſhine into 
our minds; and may every thing that would 
obſtruct its entrance be removed! O let 
us not be ſtrangers to ſerious thoughts on re- 
ligion and the concerns of our ſouls: But 
in our frequent attention to theſe, and to 
our circumſtances of guilt and depravity, 
may we be ſtill more ſenſible of our need 
of all that mercy and grace which our 
Divine Saviour reveals and beſtows! 

To his bliſsful doctrines let us ſteadily ad- 
here, which give a new evidence to the 
truths, and add a new ſtrength to the obli- 
gations of natural religion; which open to 
guilty creatures the moſt. pleaſing views of 
forgiveneſs and peace ; which lead forward 
our thoughts with hope to an unſeen and e- 
ternal ſtate; and which, in conſequence of 


all 
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all this manifeſtation of divine grace, would 
attract us by the moſt ingenuous motives, 
and determine us by the moſt powerful incite- 
ments to the love and obedience of our 
God and Redeenter. As men thoroughly 
perſuaded of the aggravated guilt and ma- 
nifold miſery that are connected with a de- 
parture from God, and a being moved away 
from the faith and hope of the goſpel, let us 
guard againſt an approach to this diſmal 
ſtate. Let us frequently and impartially re- 
flect on the extenſive and perſuaſive evidence 
by which the Chriſtian revelation is confirm- 
ed; and while we duly conſider the ex- 
cellency of its doctrines, of its exceeding 
great and precious promiſes, and of its noble 
and delightful hopes, let us be deſirous to feel 
the ſacred influence of theſe upon our hearts. 
Then indeed would we be in the way of 
the divine bleſſing: Then indeed might we 
hope for the light of his countenance, and to be 
filled with all peace and joy in e thro? 
the power of the Holy Ghoſt. | 

LET it be remembered too, that if we are 
eſtabliſhed in the faith of the goſpel, we muſt 


earneſtly 


3 
earneſtly wiſh and pray that its important in- 
tereſts may be advanced, and be inclined to 
contribute our aſſiſtance and endeavours, 
how weak ſoever, in order to this end; ac- 
cording to the talents with which we are in- 
truſted, the ſtations of life in which we 
are placed, and the various opportunities 
that may be afforded to us in the courſe of 
divine providence. Thus were thoſe worthy 
men inclined who formed the deſign of e- 
recting a Society for propragating Chriſtian 
knowledge, and whoſe attention was chiefly 
directed to the piteous ſtate of the northren 
parts of this country. | 

SINCE the time of the erection of this 
Society, many liberal contributions have 
been made for the enlargement of its funds, 
which, it is well known, are managed with 
great care and fidelity. And it is to be 
hoped, that, by the aſſiſtance of generous 
and publick-ſpirited perſons, the Society will 
be farther enabled to carry on the noble 
purpoſes which they have had all along in 
their view, and to extend their thoughts to 
the Indians in America, where they have 
— mw. 
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now a miſſion, and have much hope of 
conſiderable ſucceſs. Thus indeed would 
they, whom God hath bleſſed with affluence, 
honour him with their ſubſtance : Thus would 
they ſhew their regard to the intereſts of 
religion, and to the happineſs of their bre- 
thren: And thus would they Jay up in ſtore 
for themſelves a good foundation againſt the 
time to come. 

MusT not every humane and truly be- 
nevolent man be ſtrongly affected when he 
thinks attentively on the pitiable condition 
of ſo great numbers of our countrymen in 
the remote Highlands of Scotland, who are 
ſo much expoled as a prey to ſavage igno- 
rance, or elſe to the artifice of thoſe who 
would corrupt their minds with the prin- 
ciples, and inflame their hearts with the 
ſpirit of Popery? The connection betwixt 
theſe and a ſpirit of ſedition and rebellion, 
is but too apparent, and hath been too often 
felt. It is not long ſince we had a melan- 
choly proof of this, in the late rebellion, 
which ſpread ſuch confuſion and devaſtation 
amongſt us. O that it may be the laſt ef- 
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fort of mean and abſurd principles, and of a 
tyrannic ſuperſtition againſt the light of rea- 
ſon and religion, againſt liberty and ſacred 
truth 

ls it not, my brethren, to be earneſtly 
wiſhed, that thoſe very men, who would o- 
therwiſe be dangerous enemies to our civil 
and religious liberties, ſhould, by proper 
care, be made happy inſtruments for the de- 
fence of both? And may not this be rea- 
ſonably expected from the introduction of 
religious knowledge, and of the arts of ci- 
vilized life amongſt them? That they may be 
made moſt uſeful menibers of ſociety, and 
may conſiderably increaſe our national 
ſtrength, is evident, among other inſtances, 
from their late gallant behaviour in Ameri- 
ca, againſt the cruel oppreſſors of our colo- 
nies, and the avowed enemies of our religi- 
on, commerce, and liberties. And ſhall 
the children and friends of thoſe brave men 
who have fallen in defence of their country 
be diſregarded ; and of thoſe too, who ſur- 
vive, and are animated with the ſame ſpirit ? 


On the contrary, let a peculiar regard and 
the 
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the higheſt inſtance of kindneſs be ſhewn 
to them in early life, that they alſo, in their 
turn, may hereafter give like proofs of for- 
titude and fidelity, and that to theſe may 
be added an attachment to the principles of 
loyalty and religion. 

To conclude, May the intereſts of is 
Society flouriſh! May thoſe imployed by 
them be diligent and zealous in the dif- 
charge of their duty! And may their la- 
bours be followed with the divine bleſſing !-— 
May we, my brethren, be eſtabliſhed in the 
faith and love of the goſpel! Let us be exci- 
ted to prize and improve the ineſtimable pri- 
vileges which it beſtows, 70 adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things, and to 
promote the intereſts of his kingdom a- 
mong men: And may the name of our 
glorious Redeemer be great from the riſing 
to the ſetting ſun! May all nations be bleſſed 


in him! And let all nations call him bleſſed. 
Amen. 
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